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TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 2002, SAN DI EGO, CALIFORNI A

7:06 p.m- 7:39 p.m

MR JOSTES: |I'd like to welcome you to the 10th
session of the scoping neetings on Surprise Canyon access
alternatives. M nane is a John Jostes, and |'m an
i ndependent neeting facilitator that has been retai ned by the
BLMto run these series of scoping neetings. This is the
last in the series of neetings. W' ve been to Ridgecrest,
Baker sfi el d,

Lone Pine, Pasadena, and today in San Diego. |I'mglad to see
t he nunber we've got here for a turnout. Before | open the
public portion of this neeting, 1'd like to just give you a
little bit of overview of what we're | ooking for tonight.
What the neeting purpose is, ground rules, or how we can
interact productively and a little bit of background on the
environnental issues, and the alternatives that are being
scoped in this docunent. This is the first of three
opportunities that the public has to provide conments on
their prospective into the process of evaluating the various
alternatives for access into Surprise Canyon. The purpose of
this meeting is to get your conments, your questions, and
your concerns regarding the environmental issues of focus
that will be covered in the EIS as well as the rage of

alternatives that will be evaluated. No decisions are going
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to be nade tonight. No decisions have been nmade at any of
the | ast nine neetings.

After the public coments, or | should say the
conment period, on these series of scoping neetings closes;
and that will be on August 30th of this month. The BLM wil |
take those coments, take the notes that | put together as
the neeting facilitator, and the witten transcription that
our patient court reporter is transcribing this evening and
at all the other neetings. They' Il go ahead and prepare a
draft Environnental I|npact Statenment, release it to the
public and other agencies. At that point in tine people wll
have a chance to comment on its conpl eteness, its accuracy
and it's objectivity. After the public comment closes on
t hat aspect of the process, the BLMw Il choose a preferred
alternative and have a final set of public hearing neetings
at which time they will accept protest fromthose individuals
organi zations that do not hold the sanme opinion that the BLM
does in terms of a preferred alternative

So tonight we are sinply trying to collect
perspectives, and | expect we will here a wide variety of
perspectives on the issues that surround Surprise Canyon and
its alternatives. The ten core environnental topic that the
agency has already scoped as a part of this environnental
docunent are natural resources; cultural resources; geol ogy

and soils; water quality and water quantity; |and use and
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transportation; air quality and noi se; recreation; aesthetics
and visual inpacts; social and economc inpacts, and wild and
scenic river issues.

If you think there are issues that are not covered
by those broad categories, we need to here fromyou tonight
as to what they are or what questions you think the EI S needs
to address. This EISis the result of a settlenent agreenent
that came out of a law suit that is between the BLM and the
Center for Biological Diversity, | believe.

One of the alternatives to be addressed is the
no-action alternative. It's required in all environnental
i mpact statenents and all environnental inpact reports and
that would result in tenmporary access for vehicles until June
30th of 2004, at which tine the lawsuit specifies the route
desi gnation be resolved, and a second alternative is to
designate the route as open for vehicle access.

Anot her one might be to designate it as a limted
access route under special conditions. |If there are certain
conditions that you feel are appropriate for that, that would
be sonething you mght bring to our attention tonight.

Anot her set of alternatives has to do with whether
it's a paved road or unpaved road and through these series of
nmeetings, we've heard other alternatives all together as a
separate route into Panamint City, different types of uses in

Surpri se Canyon. W have tried to take those down and record
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them so that we can put those into the record once the EI' S
gets formally started.

W' ve got what? About Probably 60 fol ks here? How
many people would like to speak tonight? Just give ne a
sense of hands. So we got probably a dozen or so fol ks that
would like to speak. | like to run nmy neetings with ground
rules. And those ground rules are intended to provide the
boundari es wi thin which we can have a productive di scussion

Wth many neetings, we're going to hear different
perspectives, things we agree with and things we don't agree
with. M ground rules intend to help us get through the
nmeeting in a civil manner, stay focused; yet at the sane tine
all ow for the passionate perspectives that surround this
i ssue and nany other issues. So | amnot asking you to, in
any way, dampen your energy. |I'msinply asking that it be
focused, constructive, and some degree of discipline is used.

W' re not going nake decisions this evening. So
I'"mlooking to you to indicate specifically what you woul d
like to see that EIS cover. |'d like to see folks deal with
differences as a problemto be solved and not battles to be
won.

Pl ease, refrain fromclapping. This is not a
voting exercise in any way, and | just thing it detracts from
what we're trying to do here, which is to collect information

and record it. |If you have got relevant information about
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Surprise Canyon you'd like to share with us, we'd like to
hear that as well. | like to run these things fairly and
formally. So even though we've got a three-minute limt
here, | think we can go beyond that. |[|f people need the
extra tinme to make their points and cover topics; and at the
same time, I'mnot going to tolerate cheap shots from any
corner of the room W can handle it in a very inform
productive manner or | can revert back to my hearing-officer
role and we'll go back to a nmuch nmore structured hearing,
which is not sonmething | really care to do.

W' ve had a I ot of good comments over the past
four-and-a-hal f days of input and every tinme we get together
and every tine we hear new i nformation, we get new insights.
| hear things and this is very nmuch a | earning experience for
me because |'m not associated with the BLM |'msinply here
trying to hel p everybody conmuni cate with each other, and so
I"mlooking to this audience to help us go to the next step
to step it up a notch in terms of good information, good
guestions, and areas of focus.

So with that, we have a court reporter. If we go
too fast, she may interrupt one or nore of us and ask us to
sl ow down or repeat sonething. But so far, she's been doing
a great job.

So let's start out with Blair WIIl, is the first

speaker, followed by Tamy Navy.
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Conme up to the podium |'Il be taking notes.

MR WLL: | live here in San Diego, and | just
wanted to comment a bit on the route into Pananmint Cty and
vehicle access to that, to Pananmint City. | personally have
not have the chance to go exploring in that area because the
times that | have been up there, the route has been cl osed.
But it's nmy understanding that there isn't any other way to
get into Pananmint Cty; and so | think it's inportant that
there be sone form of access, and it seens like the route
t hrough Surprise Canyon is the nost direct.

The ot her point that | would make, you menti oned
the no-action alternative. It's nmy understandi ng that the
road used to be a real road, and so | amnot quite sure how
we got onto a discussion on whether or not it should be open
or closed to begin with. There's al so been sone question and
I think nmaybe it seens to be addressed in your EIS about the
| egal status of the route. Some people -- there seens to be
a bit mss-information. Sone people say it's a private way
al together to people who hold title and fee to land in
Pananmint Cty, and sone people say that it's an Inyo County
route. 1'd like to see sone decision in the EI'S about what
the actual legal status is and howit is that the BLM cones
to have jurisdiction over whether it's deemed open or closed.

It seens to be that there's a |l ot of diversity.

It's a big issue with vehicle access in the Canyon. It has
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to do nostly with inpacts to threaten endangered species, and
i ndi cated specifically, | think, plant species and it's al so
been brought to nmy attention that there's fairly frequent
flash fl oodi ng which takes place in the canyon. You noted
that in your preparatory docunent with respect to the EIS.
I'"mnot sure how that works with the choice of not choice of
havi ng transportation access for vehicles, but if the flash
flooding is going to wi pe out everything in the Canyon at

| east every five years or so, |'mnot sure what the necessary
i npacts of vehicles as related to that; in other words, in
conparison to that would be.

And finally, | think it would be interesting to
know how many vehicles typically would seek access to the
route. | don't think you're going to find it's actually
going to be all that many vehicles. |'mnot sure how you
could do that because it's been closed for a year now. So
I"mnot quite certain how you woul d determ ne what the
potential inmpact would be with an inability to actually,
directly neasure that.

And I'malso curious as to, | think the EI'S should
al so address clearly the actual relationship between the
Center for Biological Diversity litigation settlenent with
the BLM and what they actually mean to have happen with
respect to Surprise Canyon specifically, because | am not

sure what, in fact, the stipulation that cane out of that
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j udgenent or -- excuse ne, not the judgenment, of that
settlenent or that litigation was. Because obviously that
litigation was ainmed at the CDC or nore generally to it.
Thank you for your tine.

MR. JOSTES: Thank you. Blair. Next person was
Tamrmy Navy.

M5. NAVY: This area is a backyard to ny famly,
in-laws. They actually live up in the area. There is no --
| just talked to my father-in-law tonight about this, but
there's no real direction into the area for any other
vehi cl es but off-road vehicles that are well equipped to get
up through the area. Therefor, it's kind of off limts to a
sport utility vehicle, a regular transitional vehicle that
doesn't have the capabilities. | have been up there nyself,
seeing the area. Most people sonetinmes have to wal k t hrough
it due to the inconpatibility of their vehicles. And I
unfortunately don't get a wide variety of opportunity to go
through it except for probably once or twice a year when
visit famly; and | would appreciate it, if at all, we can
keep it open because | do enjoy that type of recreation
Thank you.

MR. JOSTES: Thank you. Next person is
David Tayl or followed by Steve Prockl

MR. TAYLOR. M nane is David Taylor, and | would

just like to ask that in the scoping neeting they | ook at
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areas such as how much really would the vehicles inmpact the
ar ea.

| have actually been up there, and | don't see that
the vehicle traffic there could possibly inpact the canyon on
that much. | was |lucky enough to go there before it was
cl osed and have | ooked at it since the flash flood and seen
what the flash floods do. | can't possibly imgi ne that
vehicle traffic could do anything anywhere near that. |['d
also like to see that it be declared an open route.

| believe since as early as 1932, what | read was

correct. It has been declared open and a county road. |
think it should be -- it should stay open. | just don't
want to see any other areas closed. | don't think there's

any other possible route into Pananmint City except up there.
So | think that route should stay open. | would Iike to be
able to go there again.

I think that there are areas that people in
wel | - equi pped vehicles can go to and experience and see that
there's a lot out there that if we just keep closing, it
isn'"t going to be there. | have got two small kids that 1'd
like to take there last tine | went they didn't get to go. A
ot of areas in the high deserts nmore and nore have been
closed. | have been going there for nearly 30 years. |
started going there with ny dad since | was eight. And now

that | have kids, |I'd like to be able to take them out there,
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and the nore closure, the less area there is for us to go to.
| feel any tine you limt a large -- there's a |large area of
peopl e that can spread out, and | believe there's |ess

i npact. The nore and nore areas that get closed, nore people
get funneled into the same area and then the inpact is
greater.

I think that 4-wheelers that go up Surprise Canyon
are not the type that are | ooking to destroy the area. |
think that those 4-wheelers are nore environmentalists than
what we consider a environmentalist. Mst of the tine,
peopl e don't actually go out there. A lot of them haven't
been out there to see what's its like to see the canyon.
They think we're going to inpact it, destroy the water
quality. | believe these studies show that after the
Pananmi nt Valley Days run that there was no decrease in water
quality either going up or coming down. Before and after it
was all the same. The water quality was not affected. |
think that vehicles can continue to go up there wi thout
adversely affecting the water quality or the vegetation or
any aninal life that may be in that Canyon.

| would like to see it declared an open route so
that nore people can enjoy the area, take their children to
see things that they saw. It's a wonderful place, and |I'd
just like to see it stay open

MR. JOSTES: Gkay. Thank you. Steve Prockl
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MR. PROCKL: I'd like to thank the BLM for giving
us the opportunity to speak on the subject tonight. Blair
and David covered a lot of the topics that | was going to
cover. So I'll make mine short so I'll give sonmebody el se an
opportunity to speak. Basically, what |'mconcerned with is,
are the findings presented by the CBD. |'mnot a biol ogist,
however, | amqualified to speak on an environnental report
like this by virtue of the fact that | do and have taught
environnental prograns. The things | find disturbing about
this are that they're inconclusive, they're inaccurate,
they're subjective and bias. The concern comes that's an EIC
woul d be based even in part by something like this.

MR JOSTES: A what? An EIC?

MR. PROCKL: Yeah, an Environnental |npact Report.

MR. JOSTES: Ckay.

MR. PROCKL: By the BLM | think we need to focus
on nore sound scientific facts and nore concl usive evi dence
than was offered in this report. There doesn't appear to be
any verified, and the key word there is "verified," species
that are endangered. It is not technically a unique habitat
because the surroundi ng areas provide many similar habitats.
And in all technicality, it's not actually a riparian area.
Er osi on was covered al so, erosion isn't a great factor, and
noti ce that these records were prepared by self-proclai nmed

naturalists, and in their report they said very clearly that
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all they do is they observe and then they specul ate.

| really don't believe that this is something
should be left to speculation. | think it should be nore
hard facts, nore hard evidence. Also, | think it's in the
best interest of the public to | eave this area open. W
should 1 ook at multiple use in this area. There are
cultural, historical and financial inpact issues that have
been covered al ready.

| think that should pretty nmuch wap it up for ne.
Thank you.

MR. JOSTES: Thank you. Verin Steele, followed by
St even Gar di ner

MR. STEELE: M nane is Verin Steele. | live here
in San Diego. | don't really have a lot to follow up on. A
| ot of the areas have been covered, but some areas. M son
has been living with me for ten years. W' ve never had the
opportunity to go to Surprise Canyon.

On Financially inmpacting an area, of the past year
| have been spent probably $5,000 on ny vehicle making it
capable to run Surprise Canyon to run these trails and not
only is that a | ocal economic inpact here in the San Di ego
area, it's all throughout the western states. And in
addi ti on, when we do go on trips like this. Wen we do go to
pl aces out of the area add your gas cost in there that your

inputting in the local econony. That $30 tank of gas for
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your tow vehicles; the canpgrounds that you stay at; the
hotel s that you stay at; the food that you purchase; the
parts as you need parts that you purchase; just even down to
the bag of ice that you pay for to help with that.

I"'ma multiuse advocate. Everybody can utilize
Surprise Canyon. W don't have to block it off to any
certain type of recreation. |'mpro-recreation. W al
should be able to enjoy it, be it sonebody on the nountain
bi ke, be it sonmebody on a horse, be it sonebody on foot, be
it sonebody in an off-road vehicle; and | advocate leaving it
desi gnated as an open road.

| think it's RS2477, | believe is the number for
the, you know, pre-existing routes not to be closed it
they're still in use. The road to Surprise Canyon was a road
that was utilized by the people that lived in Panamint City
for years. Flash flooding took the road out, yes. Well,
let's leave the road the way it is. W' re not advocating
pavi ng the road, we're not advocating inproving the road.
We're just advocating that the road shoul d be open for people
to utilize. Thank you

MR. JOSTES: Thank you. Okay. Steve Gardiner

MR, GARDI NER  Steve Gardi ner from Anahei m
California. |1've been to one of these nmeetings in the |ast
week, and the BLM al ready has nobst of nmy conments on record.

| just came again and figured |I'd cover a couple of things
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that | didn't cover before.

Fortunately for ne, some people that speak much
better than I, have actually covered everything once again
But the main point 1'd like to make to everybody is that
Congress designates w | derness areas and in this case,

Surpri se Canyon W derness or Surprise W/Iderness has been

designated. |In so doing, they al so designated a vehicle
corridor that enters into the Surprise Wlderness. | would
hate to see the power of Congress bypassed by legal -- |I'm

not sure of the right termto use, but by sone other |ega
format.

It just seens to ne that that's not the right way
to go about it. If Congress has the ability to nake the
wi | derness and there's a legal way to get around that, then
maybe we ought to be opening up some w | derness areas as
wel |

This road has been a road since 1974. As far as |
know, it was pretty nuch open through 1982, at which point
not her nature closed it for a five-year period, | believe.
Then sone i ngeni ous Jeepers, | think that would be with a
capital "J," reopened that route to vehicle travel until the
year 2001, in which case sone people with sone sharp pens
closed it. 1'd like to see it reopened. | mmde that point
with John already. |If the BLMfailed to performsone duty

that they were supposed to or legally obligated to perform
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wel |, then they need to get off their butts and finish the
job the way it should have been done. |If they need any
volunteers with that, | for one, amthere. The clubs and
organi zations | represent will be there also. And |I'm having
nmy fair share of the press tinme here; you guys are too. 1'd
like to -- whatever side of the fence you're on, have your
friends wite some letters, take some extra fornms back to
your organizations, have themfill out their coments, so

t hen everybody can be represented here, not just the ones
that took the tine to cone down here to this neeting. | know
John wants nore comments to conpile; right? Anyway, that's
it for ne. Thank you.

MR. JOSTES: Thank you. The |ast speaker card
have is for Terry Winer. Terry.

M5. WEINER: Hello, my nane is Terry Wi ner
We-i-n-e-r. I'min San Diego California, and |'mhere to --
just as a citizen of the United States living in San Di ego.
| live in a totally autonobile-dominated life style. There's
hardly any corner of the city where | can get away fromthe
| ook, the sight, or the noise or the snell of vehicles. So
rely on the desert, little corners the desert to get a way
fromvehicles. And believe it or not, despite all of the
cl osures, these hidden corners where there are no vehicles or
sights of vehicles or sounds of vehicles are becom ng

increasingly hard to find. | would dearly like to, you know,
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have common ground with everybody in the roomhere. And, you
know, it occurs to nme, at |east we have a | ove of the desert
in conmon; and we want to go out there and enjoy it.

What concerns ne is that there's so many of us who

love it in so noney different ways. |s where, you know,
we're killing the things that we love with our use. And
Surprise Canyon -- | have been there -- is an incredible
riparian area. It has a full conplinent of riparian plants

and animals, and it's a rare habitat. At this tinme there are
not that many riparian areas in the desert. There never have
been and, you know, gl obal warm ng keeps going away. There's
going to be fewer of them and so |I'd |ike to see people

drive to the edge of Surprise Canyon and | eave their vehicles
there and wal k or craw, you know, up the rest of the way to
see it. Believe ne, you're going to see a lot nore than -- |

have been in Jeeps too, where we did sone w nching too, and

the experience to ne is one of the jeep. |It's the experience
of getting will machine over the rock and all the sights and
sounds that go with that. |It's an interesting experience.

But | don't want to do that where |I'm hurting other people's
house. You know, | wouldn't want a Jeep driving through ny
bedroom and | don't want to drive through the bedroom of
ot her creatures either.

So, | wish that we could agree to try to protect

that, which we |ove so much. You know, the BLM | think you
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have an easy decision here to make on Surprise Canyon and al
you have to do is look at your own mission, which is a
nmul ti pl e use nmandate. But that doesn't nean that you need to
have all uses in all places at all times. You have nission
to protect the resources and manage themin the best -- in a
way that best serves the Anerican people. So, you know, |
speak for myself, but I don't think I'"malone in wanting our
natural heritage protected. And driving over really
sensitive areas isn't going serve that purpose.

Sonme of the issues that 1'd |ike to make sure that
the EI S addresses are fully analyzing the status of the
plants and aninmals. There are sone sensitive ones in there
and rare ones |ike the Panam nt Alligator Lizard and the
Panami nt Dai sy, there is some Southwestern WI I ow Fl ycatcher
and there are Nelson's Big Horn and the Panam nt Dudl eya out
there. You know, |ook at what's happening to these plants so
far fromother inpacts like willows past mning, past, you
know, use by vehicles and see what's going to happen if you
do continue vehicle routes there. And also, another issue to
is to nmake sure that you work with Death Valley National Park
and their plans for Panamint City, and what's going on up
there. There needs to be a correlation between what their
doing with that Canyon and what they're doing on the top. |
too aminterested in defining what |egal status of a route or

a used-to-be road woul d have before you come to your
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decision. But if the area is a designated wilderness and a
designated area and critical environnmental concern, it makes
it easy.

Why did that happen, you know, what were the
reasons why that was inmposed, and what's appropriate to do in
an area like that, really? I"'mreally tired of those car
ads by Ford that say, you know, it should have
"no boundaries.” | think that is not going to serve the
interest of the American people to protect our natura
heritage. W need to have boundaries, and | think one
boundary should be not driving through Surprise Canyon.

Thank you.

MR. JOSTES: Thank you. Oher comments? W got
one nore? Okay. Well, I'd like to thank all of you for
taking the time to come tonight, to listen to speak, and
have probably 70 flip chart pages of notes fromthe last five
days. So we have plenty to consider, plenty to process and
give over to the BLMfor their integration into the EI'S, al
five nights we've kept our court reporter's fingers noving
rapi dly, and again, thank you for your input. If you've
signed the notification list, you will get notified of the
next steps in terms of the release of a draft EI'S and
encourage all of you to utilize these coment forms. W have
plenty of extra forns. So as you're going out the door, take

five or ten of them because witten comrent is just as
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val uabl e as the oral comments in this process, and it ensures
that they will hear what you want to see addressed in the
El S.

Yes, sir, in the front row Could you just let us
know your nanme for the record.

MR DAVID: I'mDavid, I'mcurious to know the if
the transcripts fromthe neetings are available on-line for
Vi ewi ng?

MR. JOSTES: They are not available yet. They will
be provided to the BLMin the next several weeks or so and
then they will either post themon-line or integrate them
into the docunent in sone way. | don't know exactly how
they're going to address that, but | believe it's public
i nformati on because this is a public nmeeting, so it should be
available to you. You mght want to talk to or nake that a
comment in your response so that you can follow up on that to
make sure you have a chance to | ook at the hundred and fifty
pages worth, if not double that, in terns of the ampunt of
testimony we've received over the past week. Okay.

MR. DAVID: Thank you

MR. JOSTES: GCkay. Wth that, thank you, very
much. Qur neeting is done.

(The neeting was concluded at 7:39 p.m)






